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Vicar The Revd. John Cook johnrmcook@btconnect.com 0118 940 2202 

Curates The Revd. Hugh Barne 

The Revd. Steve Turville 

hughbarne@googlemail.com 

Stephen.turville@ntlworld.com 

07515 488542 

0118 901 6720 

Lay Minister Andy Ferguson andyferguson1@btinternet.com 0118 940 2925 

PCC Secretary Sheila Williams sheilamarywilliams1952@gmail.com 0118 940 3587 

PCC Treasurer Jane Wills paulandjanewills@btinternet.com 0118 940 2030 

~ 
Parish Office: Open Monday ï Thursday 10:00am ï 1.00pm Ansaphone at other times 

Address St. Maryôs Church, Station Road, Wargrave, Berkshire, RG10 8EU 

Administration Lucy Bowley lucy@wargravechurch.org.uk 0118 940 2300 

Communication TBC   

St Maryôs Wargrave     

Churchwardens Helen Gradon helen.gradon@gmail.com 0118 934 9951 

 Peter Mayes petermayes51@gmail.com 0118 940 2497 

Director of Music Peter Dart peter@familydart.com 0118 940 1068 

St Peterôs Knowl Hill    

Churchwarden Sandra Baker sbakerdalc@hotmail.co.uk 01628 822402 

Articles of up to 400 words are most welcome for publication in this Magazine and should 
be sent to the Editor: bobausten@wargravechurch.org.uk  

The decision to publish material is at the Editorôs discretion. 

Views expressed in articles included in the Magazine are not necessarily  

shared by the Editor.   

The Parish Magazine cannot accept responsibility for any products or services advertised 
in this Magazine. 

Funerals & Cremations at St Maryôs 
12th May Elizabeth Mary Barlow, aged 95, Burial at New Cemetery 

13th May Dennis Norman Bailey, aged 94, Burial at St Maryôs 

15th May Lloyd Wade, aged 59, Prayers at St Maryôs 

21st May Edna Dorothy Ansell, aged 97, Funeral at Reading Crematorium 

22nd May Joyce Kathleen Downey, aged 87, Funeral at Reading Crematorium 

Are you self-isolating? 

Would you like a phone call from our Phone Pastors every few days? 
Do you need help collecting shopping or prescriptions? 

Please call John Cook on 0118 940 2202. If there's no answer then do leave a message 
and someone will be in touch.  

 

The Vicar, as he is in a high risk group, is self-isolating.  
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Services 
 

At some time in July or August it is hoped that services will recommence at St Maryôs. 
Look at our newsletter óGrapevineô and our website www.wargravechurch.org.uk  

for up to date information. 
In the meantime Wargrave Church will be open daily for prayer between 10am-4pm 

and on Sundays a virtual service will be broadcast at 10.30am  
on YouTube - St Maryôs Wargrave 

Grapevine Bulletin 

If you do not receive this but would like to have it emailed to you or to obtain a weekly 
hard copy, contact Hugh: hughbarne@googlemail.com 

Zoom Coffee 
 

Talk with other members of our church after the Sunday Morning Service by clicking 
the Zoom link on the front page of the parish website www.wargravechurch.org.uk 

Weekly Zoom Prayer Meeting 
 

Every Thursday at Noon join us to pray for the church and the world.   

A link for this can be found in Grapevine. 

Housegroups 
 

During the Covid-19 restriction period you would be welcome to join any of the 
following groups: 

 

9.30am Tuesday - Womenôs Bible Study 
camillacook@btconnect.com 

 

19.30 Tuesday - Tuesday Home Group 
mikebuckland54@gmail.com 

19.30 Wednesday - Ridgeway Group 
sarahwhiteside@btinternet.com 

 

20.00 Wednesday - Menôs Group 
hughbarne@googlemail.com 

 

20.15 Thursday - Braybrooke Gardens Housegroup 
rosiecreedon@btinternet.com 

2020 Holiday Clubé óThe Great Escapeô! 
22nd-24th July 

 
Thereôs still time to sign up for this. It will be held between 
9.30am-12.30pm daily, most likely virtually but hopefully 
with a chance to have some socially distanced games on 

Mill Green. 
 

The cost is Ã6 per day including a t-shirt and all craft  
materials or Ã10 for the whole event. 

 

CONTACT: camillacook@btconnect.com or sign up via the 
website 



 

 п 

 Financial Giving to Parish Ministry 
 

 

Soon we will be encouraging engagement with our 'Parish Giving 
Scheme' (and early enquiries about signing up electronically can 
be directed to Sean Sutcliffe - sutcliffefamily1@btinternet.com). In 
the meantime a CAF Donate portal has been set up to 
temporarily replace our physical collection plate.  

As ever, there are great needs and worthy causes near and far. As it happens, a 
generous portion of church finances are already redirected to local and international 
causes and so giving to the Parish also incorporates a wide range of needs. The loss 
of income from room rentals and plate giving means that we are greatly in need of 
regular committed giving, motivated by faith, to both sustain and grow our work in the 
Parish and beyond.  

The CAF Donate portal is intended to be simple to use and to enable a virtual 
collection. The payment options are using cards, PayPal or through a CAF account. 
You have the option to give either a one-off donation or to set up a monthly, quarterly, 
biannual or annual gift. If you experience any problems with using this system then 
please do let us know and we will do our best to help. A link to the CAF Donate page 
can be found on the front page of our website. 

Yeldall Manor Virtual Open Day 
 

Everyone is welcome to join in via Yeldallôs Facebook page, YouTube or website at 
3pm on Saturday 4th July. There will be some worship, testimony AND updates from 
Yeldall Manorðhearing from men who are overcoming drug or alcohol addiction and 
building new and positive lives. At 4.15pm we plan to meet together on Zoom (link will 
be published on the above sites) for a virtual cream tea and chat. 

St Peterôs at Knowl Hill 
by Sandra Baker 

 

I am delighted to report four big steps forward for St. Peter's.  Firstly an anonymous 
donor has stepped forward to pay for the renovation of the church clock.  Our thanks 
and appreciation are unbounded.  Secondly we are enormously grateful to the 
Westacott family for having cleared the mountainous collection of wood, grass 
cuttings etc which has built up over the last few years in the cemetery.  Thirdly two 
lovely new boilers have been installed in the church and fourthly the faculty 
application has been submitted to the Diocese for permission to carry out the 
renovation works.  I am continuing to apply for grants so that when we have raised 
sufficient funds (another Ã100,000 is needed) we will be in a position to start the 
work. 

Although we haven't been able to carry out our usual maintenance work in the 
cemetery it is covered in oxeye daisies and wild orchids and looks beautiful. 

Don't forget if you need any help with shopping, prescription collection etc. do contact 
AY on 07720 557522 email adrienne.yentis@btinternet.com or Lesley Bell on 07966 
178142 email elbcarrilon@gmail.com  (KH Village Association) or me (Sandra Baker 
01628 822402) on behalf of the church and I can put you in touch with someone who 
can help. 
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Who Are The Family At Wargrave Court? 
by Tim Perry 

 
 

Since early May, David, Agnieszka, and their two boys Matthew (18) and Alex (17), 
have been living at Wargrave Court. 

David and Agnieszka have lived in Central Asia for twenty years, while Matthew and 
Alex go to a boarding school in southern India. They came to the UK because it was 
the only way to be together as a family after the boysô school closed early due to the 
pandemic. 

Originally from Buckinghamshire, David studied engineering and computer science at 
Cambridge before working for four years in the UK. Agnieszka is from central Poland. 
She trained, then worked, as a primary school teacher before coming to the UK, where 
she met David at Belfast Bible College. Agnieszka speaks four languages, while David 
speaks five. 

David and Agnieszka are part of a team 
that does evangelism and discipleship. 
David explains: ñWe are life coaches for 
local believers and non-believers. We 
live among the locals and in that 
context we share the love of Jesus, 
their need for a saviour and do 
everything we can to deepen and 
strengthen their faith.ò David and 
Agnieszkaôs team have seen three 
groups of locals come to faith in recent 
years. They work closely with them, 
while David also does IT support and 
training for a Bible translation project. 

But how and why did they choose to work in Central Asia? 

David wanted to serve overseas after spending a year in Pakistan. He got involved in 
mission work while working in the UK, and then met someone recruiting for a team for 
Central Asia. After a vision trip, David felt peace about going there long-term. 
Agnieszka was inspired by missionaries to Kazakhstan who spoke at her church. 

So what has their life been like in Wargrave? 

ñWeôve been trying to keep up our ministry as much as possible through virtual 
meetings,ò David says. ñBut Wargrave is a nice place to relax, and Iôve enjoyed 
meeting quite a lot of believers here.ò As a practical person, David has also been fixing 
things at Wargrave Court. ñI quite enjoy doing that. It appeals to my perfectionism.ò 

The family plan on returning to Central Asia in July, but this is uncertain due to flights 
not being available and obtaining visas for their children.  

ñTime in this country is a pause, rather than a termination, of our ministry,ò David says. 
He adds, ñI donôt believe everyone needs to be a missionary in a different country. But 
everyone should be in some sort of group whose primary focus is reaching out to 
those who donôt know Jesus. Outreach is fundamental to a church.ò 
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John Cook Saves The Day 
  

On Saturday June 6th 2020 Drew 
& Avryl Goodspeed celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary! 
However due to the coronavirus 
they were unable to have a 
celebration with family and 
friends.  They wanted to mark the 
day somehow and thought they 
could have a Renewal of Vows 
ceremony in the church, alone with 
the vicar. However, when they 
contacted the vicar, he told them 
that all churches were closed 
under current regulations. 

He came up with a solution and 
offered to conduct the service 
outside the church!  So, they went 

ahead and, despite the weather taking a downward turn, they had a wonderful 
ceremony and now have some lovely memories and photos. 

A special thank you to Sheila Williams who arranged the flowers. 

Young People in Lockdown by Lily Snell 
  

During the lockdown I have missed human contact the most. Hugging my friends and 
family who don't live with me and not being able to comfort those who need it most by 
the way that I feel is most effective. Words can only do so much; nothing compares to 
a good hug.  

There have been many unexpected blessings during this time. I believe the main 
blessing I am conscious of is the increase in people's awareness. This has been 
displayed in many ways, from people educating themselves about political issues to 
people understanding that they may not always understand another's circumstance yet 
knowing that despite living separate lives we are all small parts of a much bigger 
picture. We are all responsible for what this picture looks like and people are aware 
that it needs to change, as a result we are doing something about it. It's very 
encouraging to see people educate themselves on issues so that we may progress 
together.  

The way I view life hasn't changed drastically since experiencing lockdown. However, I 
am now conscious of the fact that you can never expect anything and because of this, 
we should appreciate what we have a little more. We should stop thinking about life as 
our one opportunity to get things right before it ends and instead consider it to be a 
blessing each day.  

We should live everyday as it comes and not worry so much about what will happen in 
the future. The reality is that you have no idea. No one has a clue. These are times of 
uncertainty but the truth is that nothing is entirely certain. I suggest that you do not let 
that intimidate you but instead welcome it. Change is an inevitable but great thing as it 
allows us to grow.  
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Lessons From Central Asia 
Learning 

What will be the new normal? Itôs a question weôve been asking 
ourselves a lot recently.  

You may have experienced frustration or disorientation during the 
pandemic as your normal lives, habits and routines were disrupted. 
But times when weôre outside of our comfort zone and normal life also 
provide great opportunities for learning and growing. We become 
aware of things we took for granted. We also learn of other, 
sometimes better, ways of doing things. 

Many of you will know that I spent almost five years in Central Asia from early 2015 to 
late 2019. Normal life there was very different from normal life in the UK. You may 
have read my newsletters in which I wrote about some of my experiences and ministry 
activities. But what I may not have emphasised was how much I learnt living in a 
different country and culture. In these monthly articles, I would like to share lessons I 
learnt from living in Central Asia that may be interesting or helpful for you too. 

Living in Central Asia taught me many things that I could and should improve in my 
own character and lifestyle. It brought to my attention things I might not have noticed if 
I had stayed in my own culture and not lived in a different one. 

Matthew 23:12 reminds us that ñWhoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.ò By Godôs grace we live in a developed country and 
enjoy many good things, privileges and opportunities. But wherever we are, we must 
humble ourselves and stay humble. It is only by Godôs abundant grace that I am who I 
am, where I am, with what I have. Living abroad, Iôve become acutely aware of things I 
never used to be thankful for, but now am thankful for. I should remember they are 
gifts of Godôs grace and never take them for granted. 

We never stop learning. And abnormal times, however frustrating they can be, are 
great times for learning and growing. 

Two Men Went To Mow 
  

Visitors to Mill Green in the past few weeks will have 
noticed that the grass there and in the Churchyard has 
been attended to despite the lockdown. This has been 
achieved through strict social distancing measures 
and the photograph shows Steve Turville and Bob 
Austen following the rules following a stint at the 
Churchyard. 

Our Churchyard grass cutting teams are not able to 
perform in their groups during lockdown but have 

been encouraged to do a shift solo or with one other person whenever the opportunity 
arises. Of course the finished result is not as perfect as before but it is much better 
than if the grass had been allowed to grow unchecked. 

Organiser Bob was considering introducing a herd of goats to keep the grass trimmed 
during lockdown but was told to stop kidding around. 
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